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1. AS WITH THE CANADIAN HIGH COMMISSIONER BEFORE ME, MY ARGUMENTS 
YESTERDAY TO NURUL ISLAM THAT HE SHOULD REPRESENT BANGLADESH AT 
THE CONSORTIUM MEETING FELL ON VERY NEARLY DEAF EARS. HE SAID 
THAT EVEN IF HE CONSIDERED HIS PRESENCE ESSENTIAL, WHICH HE DID 
NOT, HE COULD NOT HAVE GONE AS HE HAD TO STAY TO HELP PREPARE FOR 
SECRETARY KISSINGER'S VISIT TO DACCA AND FOR THE PRIMIN'S IMMED- 
IATELY SUBSEQUENT TRIP ABROAD (A REFERENCE TO MUJIB'S TRIP TO 
CAIRO AND KUWAIT). HE ALSO PUT SOME STRESS ON HIS VIEW THAT PARIS 
MEETING WAS EMERGENCY MEETING TO COME UP WITH SHORT-TERM HELP AND 
THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER LEFT TO THE NEXYMF.ETTNG IN APRIL TO GET 
DEEPLY INTO BDG'S LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS. WITH RESPECT TO 
SHORT-TERM HELP, HE SAID HE BELIEVED HE HAD ALREADY MADE THE CASE 
AS WELL AS HE COULD MAKE IT IN EXTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS HE HAS HAD 
RECENTLY WITH SECRETARY BUTZ, AID ADMINISTRATOR PARKER AND OTHER 
SENIOR WESTERN OFFICIALS. HE ALSO STRESSED HIS VIEW THAT AGRICUL- 
TURE, PLUS POPULATION, WILL BE PRIMARY FOCUS FOR PARIS AND THT 
AHSAN’S COMPETENCE EXCEEDS HIS OWN IN THESE AREAS. 

2. HE ALSO MADE THE POINT THAT AHSAN WOULD BE SPEAKING FROM A 
CAREFULLY CLEARED BRIEF AND THAT, WHETHER HE OR AHSAN WERE THERE, 
NEITHER COULD GO BEYOND THE POLICY PARAMETERS SET OUT IN THE 
BRIEF. HE CITED AS AN EXAMPLE THE QUESTION OF DOMESTIC GRAIN 
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PROCUREMENT. IN A FEW WEEKS, HE SAID, HE HOPED HE COULD SAY SOME- 
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THING DEFINITIVE ON PROCUREMENT-BUT NOT NOW. THIS MEANT, HE 
SAID, THAT WE SHOULD LOOK TO A CONTINUING DIALOGUE ON THESE 
ISSUES RATHER THAN TO A ONE-SHOT PERFORMANCE IN PARIS. 

3. WHILE HE OBVIOUSLY WOULD NOT WANT TO GO ON RECORD THAT 
"PROTOCOL" PROBLEMS LAY BEHIND HIS DECISION, HIS SENSITIVITY TO 
THE FACT THAT OTHER GOVERNMENTS AND AGENCIES WILL BE REPRESENTED 
AT LESS THAN HIS MINISTERIAL RANK TENDED TO CONFIRM THAT THIS 
ISSUE WAS UNDOUBTEDLY ONE OF THE FACTORS. 

BOSTER 
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